Philippians: Unity, Humility, Joy
Christ Is Preached
Philippians 1:12-18

As we’ve seen already in Philippians, the gospel does not merely shape our inner lives; it
directs the purpose of our lives. Unity, humility, and joy are not ends in themselves. They are
the fruit of a people captured by something greater than their own comfort or success. From
the opening verses of this letter, Paul has shown us what it looks like to be bound together
by grace, confident that God is at work, and joyful even in hardship. But now, in Philippians
1:12-18, Paul sharpens our focus by lifting our eyes to the mission that gives those virtues
their meaning: the advance of the gospel.

1. The priority of the gospel prevails over our prisons.

2. The progress of the gospel prevails over our pride.

3. The power of the gospel produces our peace.

God has placed each of us exactly where we are, not by accident, and not without purpose.
Your workplace, your neighborhood, your family, even your current challenges may be the
very means God intends to use to advance the gospel. So don’t wait for better circumstances
or purer motives to get involved. Offer your life as it is, trusting that the power of the gospel
will prevail and produce what only God can do. May it be said of us, as Paul said with joy from
prison, that in every way, whether in ease or hardship, Christ is preached.

Reflection

What circumstances in my life currently feel like “prisons,” and how might God be using them
as a platform for the gospel rather than an obstacle to it? Consider Paul’s perspective in
Philippians 1:12 and Joseph’s words in Genesis 50:20. When | examine my motives, where
do | see a desire for recognition, control, or comparison competing with a desire to see Christ
proclaimed? Pray Psalm 139:23-24, asking the Lord to search and refine your heart. How do
| typically measure success in my Christian life, by comfort and outcomes, or by faithfulness
to Christ and His mission? Is my joy currently dependent on what Christ has accomplished,
or in how well people, plans, and circumstances are aligning? What is one concrete way |
can live this week so that Christ is proclaimed through my words, attitudes, or responses,
especially in difficult or ordinary moments? Ask the Lord to help you live with purpose in light
of Colossians 3:17.



