Deuteronomy: Living as God’s Covenant People
Renewing the Covenant
Deuteronomy 29:1-29

A contract is a transactional, legally enforceable agreement focused on the exchange of
goods, services, or specific terms with defined penalties for breach, while a covenant is a
relational, spiritual, and often unconditional promise centered on the exchange of persons
and the establishment of a deeper, enduring bond. Contracts are often performance-based
and can be dissolved by mutual agreement or if conditions aren't met, whereas covenants
are meant to be lifelong and, in a religious context, are often upheld by God.

1. God’s covenant requires us to recognize our sinful condition.

2. God’s covenant establishes us as His people nonetheless.

3. God’s covenant reminds us that only God can save us.

4. God’s covenant tells us to focus on what we know.

Even though we are powerless to maintain the standards of the covenant, God provides a
way to keep us in, and that way is the gospel of Jesus Christ. The beauty of the cross is that
by faith, Jesus takes away our sin and disobedience and imputes to us His righteousness and
the obedience He has already accomplished on our behalf. We don’t need to know how He
did it, only that He did it, and the one thing that He requires from us is faith in His all-sufficient
work.

Reflection

In what ways have you found yourself relying on group identity or tradition for spiritual
security, rather than a personal relationship with God? How does understanding that God’s
covenant requires both corporate and individual response challenge your view of faith and
salvation? What are some “secret things” about God or life that you struggle with, and how
can trusting God’s revealed will help you find peace? How do you respond to the tension
between God’s sovereignty in saving us and our responsibility to strive for holiness and
obedience? Have you ever treated your relationship with God like a contract, expecting
certain outcomes? How does embracing God’s covenant of grace change that perspective?
What does it mean to you to rest in Christ’s finished work, and how can you prepare your
heart to receive His grace in fresh new ways?



