Deuteronomy: Living as God’s Covenant People
True Worship
Deuteronomy 12:1-28

John Piper once said, “Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship is. Missions
exists because worship doesn’t.” Missions is the mechanism by which the message of Christ
is spread precisely because according to Jesus in John 4:23, “The hour is coming, and now
is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is
seeking such to worship Him.”

1. True worship will purge the idols from our lives.

2. True worship will be defined by God not us.

3. True worship will reflect contentment and generosity.

4. True worship will point us to the gospel every time.

As we reflect on the essence of true worship, we are reminded that it is not about fulfilling
our personal preferences or seeking what we can gain, but about offering ourselves in
surrender and devotion to God. True worship brings us into the presence of Christ,
conforming us to His image and revealing His character through His Word. It cultivates
contentment and generosity, reflecting our dependence on God and His infinite generosity
towards us, and ultimately points us to the gospel—the ultimate demonstration of God’s
love and sacrifice for humanity.

Reflection

What do you think of when you hear the word worship? When you think about the Sunday
morning gathering, are there elements of the service that seem more worshipfulthan others?
Why do you think that is? What do you think the ultimate purpose of worship really is? What
provision has Christ made that makes our worship meaningful and significant? What are
some things that you can do to prepare yourself for worship that is pleasing to the Lord? Can
you identify elements of a worship service that you treat with a sense of selfishness as if they
are meant to satisfy your preferences? What are some tangible steps that you can take to
move the focus of worship from what you desire to what God desires?



