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Unit 23, Session 3

Jesus Teaches 
About Prayer
Summary and Goal 
How easy it is to forget that Jesus has made a way for us to sit at His feet in intimate 
fellowship with the Triune God in prayer. Jesus took the time to outline exactly what 
prayer is and how we ought to pray, giving us a model of prayer that we can adapt for 
ourselves. Through prayer, we are able to speak to our Father in heaven because of 
the Holy Spirit’s and Jesus the Son’s mediating work. We pray to ask Him for what 
we need and long for, yes, but we also pray to commune with Him. In this session, 
we’ll discuss how Jesus taught us to pray and we’ll reflect on the amazing gift of 
communication that prayer is for the saints. 

Session Outline
1. Pray with dependence on God (Luke 11:1-4). 
2. Pray with faith in God (Luke 11:9-13). 
3. Pray with persistence to God (Luke 18:1-8). 
Background Passages: Luke 11:1-13; 18:1-8

Session in a Sentence
Jesus taught His disciples to pray with faith, persistence, and dependence on God. 

Christ Connection
Jesus taught us to pray with dependence on God, recognizing our physical and 
spiritual needs that only He can supply; with faith in God, knowing He is our 
good and loving Father; and with persistence to God, remembering He is just. It is 
through the death and resurrection of Jesus that we have access to the Father so that 
we can pray in faith. 

Missional Application
Because we have access to the Father through Christ, we pray earnestly for the 
salvation of those around us as we share the gospel with them. 
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GROUP MEMBER CONTENT

Group Time

Introduction

EXPLAIN: Use the paragraph in the DDG (p. 66) to make the comparison between a toddler’s language 
development and our growth in learning how to pray. 

It’s amazing to watch a toddler’s explosion of language. He goes from aimless, 
haphazard babbling to a few simple words to full-on sentences seemingly overnight. 
From “Ball” to “My ball” to “I want that ball” to “I want that ball, please.” From 
wordless crying to very articulate demands. From limited communication skills to 
holding entire conversations. Just like that, she begins to take part in the day-to-day 
communication that we so often take for granted. 

Learning to pray is like that. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What are some ways growing in prayer is like growing in communication 
as a child? (sometimes we don’t know what to say or how to say it; the 
more we grow as Christians, the more comfortable we should be going to 
God in prayer; we learn about prayer from listening to others, especially 
Jesus, and practicing; prayer is like communication with parents who 
want us to learn and grow and be able to communicate better)

SAY: We humans start out with a limited vocabulary when it comes to entering into conversation with God as 
Christians. We don’t know much about God at first, but as we read His Word and are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, 
we begin to understand and grow more and more. Thankfully, we don’t have to learn to pray in a vacuum. 

SUMMARIZE: How easy it is to forget that Jesus has made a way for us to sit at His feet in intimate fellowship 
with the Triune God in prayer. Jesus took the time to outline exactly what prayer is and how we ought to pray, 
giving us a model of prayer that we can adapt for ourselves. Through prayer, we are able to speak to our Father 
in heaven because of the Holy Spirit’s and Jesus the Son’s mediating work. We pray to ask Him for what we need 
and long for, yes, but we also pray to commune with Him. In this session, we’ll discuss how Jesus taught us to 
pray and we’ll reflect on the amazing gift of communication that prayer is for the saints. 

For session-by-session training podcasts, please visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.  
For additional teaching options and other resources, please visit GospelProject.com/additional-resources. 
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Point 1:   Pray with dependence on God (Luke 11:1-4).

SAY: The human body is amazing. Every day, tens of thousands of breaths and heartbeats take place within it, 
and unless we have some kind of medical condition, these and so many other bodily functions take place all on 
their own because God made them to. The same thing should be said about us and prayer. We should pray by 
nature because God made us for communion with Him, that we would depend on Him. 

READ Luke 11:1-4 (DDG p. 67). 

1 He was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said to 
him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John also taught his disciples.”

2 He said to them, “Whenever you pray, say,
Father, your name be honored as holy.
Your kingdom come.
3 Give us each day our daily bread.
4 And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves also forgive everyone in debt to us.
And do not bring us into temptation.” 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 67) to note that Jesus first teaches His disciples to recall 
God’s glory and holiness whenever we pray. 

When Jesus teaches His disciples how to pray, the first thing He tells them to do is to 
recall God’s glory and holiness, that He would be “honored as holy.” God’s kingdom 
and His will, which reflect His glory and holiness, are foremost on Jesus’ mind, as they 
should be foremost on all of ours. Without a firm belief in the fact that God’s glory and 
holiness matter, our prayers are for naught.

•  Jesus tells us to acknowledge the glory of God not because it is predicated upon our acknowledgment but 
because our prayers rely wholly upon His glory. Just like our bodies need His craftsmanship to sustain us, 
our prayers require His glory to be effective: Before we ask God for a single thing, we need to be aware 
that He is already the giver of everything, His kingdom is coming, and His will will be done (Matt. 6:10). 

•  We also are to acknowledge God’s holiness. This acknowledgment is a reminder for us more than 
anything else because God is never less than holy. When we come before Him, we are coming before the 
One who is high above us, whose guiding hand has crafted the world we live in since the dawn of time. 

Application: The purposes of God’s kingdom, the outworking of God’s glory and holiness, remain sure 
whether we pray for them or not. Praying this way serves as a reminder for us. We pause to remember that 
God has a purpose for His creation and that we are part of His master plan. We pause to remind ourselves 
to be submissive to whatever part He has given us. We pause to remind ourselves that God is sovereign 
(Ps. 115:3). We pause to orient ourselves around God and to remind ourselves that our prayers are an 
instrument in His hand for the glory of His kingdom, not ours. 
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INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

Why should God’s glory and holiness matter for our prayers? (God’s 
glory should be the ultimate focus and expectation of all our prayers; our 
requests in prayer should be consistent with God’s holiness; we should 
be praying to reflect God’s holiness in our lives so God receives glory from 
us and through us; we should come humbly in prayer before the most 
glorious and holy God)

EXPLAIN: Reference the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 67) as you show how Jesus covers both our physical 
and spiritual needs in the three simple requests of His model prayer: He instructed His followers to pray for 
bread, forgiveness, and protection.

Jesus’ model prayer teaches us that God is concerned with both our physical needs and 
our spiritual needs through three simple requests—for bread, for forgiveness, and for 
protection. Jesus here captures our physical and spiritual needs and reminds us to rely 
on the God who sustains us in all of them. God cares intimately for each one of us in 
every minuscule aspect of our daily lives, both the physical and spiritual, so of course we 
can depend on Him. 

•  When we pray to God, we can pray for our daily bread because our daily bread is His concern. He cares 
how we will be fed, how we will be clothed, and how we will survive from day to day (Matt. 6:19-34). 
God takes great interest in our physical needs.

•  Jesus also taught us to pray for our deepest need: forgiveness of the sin that separates the unbeliever from 
God and impedes the believer’s fellowship with the Father in heaven. Furthermore, we should pray that 
we would grow more and more like our forgiving God as we forgive the sins of others, because those who 
have been forgiven much pass that forgiveness on to others.

•  Finally, Jesus told us we should pray to God that He would protect us from temptation and keep us 
from falling into sin and away from the faith. For our forgiveness, we are dependent upon God, that He 
graciously accepts Jesus’ sacrifice in place of our deserved punishment. For our striving for holiness, we are 
equally dependent upon God, that He would keep us from temptation, provide us with an escape from 
temptation, and strengthen us and guide us by His Holy Spirit to avail ourselves of His help. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What are some reasons we struggle with dependence on God? (sin; 
pride; we don’t trust Him to come through in the ways we think He should; 
we don’t pray and seek Him like we should; we don’t think about God’s 
promised provision and so we live as if He doesn’t care or even exist)
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Point 2:   Pray with faith in God (Luke 11:9-13).

READ: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 11:9-13 (DDG p. 68). 

9 “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you. Seek, and you will find. Knock, 
and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and the one 
who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 11 What father 
among you, if his son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead of a fish? 12 Or if 
he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, know how 
to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask him? ” 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 68) to stress that prayer, as we come to Him in faith, makes 
us active participants in the plan of God rather than wide-eyed bystanders. 

Prayer is not a passive activity but an active 
one. The language of seeking and knocking 
implies action and initiative, not just wishful 
thinking. Prayer, then, makes us active 
participants in the plan that God has for us, 
not just wide-eyed bystanders. But the act of 
prayer also requires faith in our good God 
to know what is best for us, whether that is 
what we ask for or not. 

•  We live in a time when Christians must be wary of “name 
it and claim it” preachers, and for good reason. These false 
teachers proclaim that anything we ask for in prayer will be 
given to us, thus treating prayer like a magic trick and God 
like a genie. But we must know that sometimes the answer to even our most earnest prayers is “no,” and 
we must trust that our God knows better than we do whenever that “no” is uttered. 

•  Just because God might say no does not mean we shouldn’t ask. We ask boldly not because we can make 
God do whatever we want but because He delights to show us His will through our prayers. He will 
always give an answer, even if it’s not the answer that we want to hear. Because we trust Him, we know 
that He will open the door to His good and gracious gifts, even if those gifts are not what we imagined 
when we first asked. 

•  When we shrink back from going before the throne of God in prayer, we rob ourselves of participating in 
God’s glorious plan of providing for us and beholding His glorious provision. We are sitting in the back 
row mindlessly scrolling through our phones when we have been offered a front-row seat to observe and 
participate in the greatness of our God. Our prayers play an active role in helping us view God as the giver 
of all good gifts. We need to take advantage of this beautiful opportunity to obey Him. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“ Prayer is a sincere, sensible, 
affectionate pouring out 
of the heart or soul to 
God, through Christ, in the 
strength and assistance 
of the Holy Spirit, for 
such things as God hath 
promised, or according 
to the word, for the 
good of the church, with 
submission, in faith to the 
will of God.” 1 

–John Bunyan (c. 1628-1688)
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INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

How has God answered your prayers, whether in ways you asked or in 
ways even better than you imagined? (be prepared to give an answer of 
your own to jump-start the conversation) 

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 68) to show that Jesus’ teaching on prayer is an 
encouragement to see God as Father and Sustainer, who also gives us the Holy Spirit. 

When Jesus taught His disciples to pray, He taught them to address God as Father. 
This was not an afterthought but an encouragement to see God as just that: Father and 
Sustainer. Contrary to some fathers on earth who ignore and abuse their children, Jesus 
paints a picture of God as a good and loving Father who delights to give us good things. 
The supreme gift He gives is Himself through the presence of the Holy Spirit.

•  Not all of us have loving earthly fathers. Sadly, some of us can imagine a dad who would give his son a 
snake instead of a fish, or a scorpion instead of an egg; this type of man is a grievous aberration. But even 
good fathers who aim to do right by their children are evil in comparison with the goodness of God. So 
if good fathers who are tainted by sin still show love to their children, how much more so the God of the 
universe—our Father in heaven, who sent His only-begotten Son to die on the cross for our salvation! 

•  Here Jesus also hints that we should pray for a specific gift: the Holy Spirit. We do not always know 
what we should pray for. But the Third Person of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit, who knows the very mind 
of God (1 Cor. 2:10-11), will intercede for us (Rom. 8:26). He has been promised to us by Jesus Christ 
(John 14:16-17). Through asking and praying with the Holy Spirit’s leading, our prayers begin to align 
more and more with God’s will, transforming us more and more to the likeness of His Son. 

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 68). 

Prayer and Providence: The Bible teaches that although God has a plan for 

this world that He promises to fulfill, prayer is often the means God uses to 

accomplish His divine purpose. In this sense, it is true that “prayer changes 

things,” and it is also true that God uses prayer to change our hearts so that 

our will comes into conformity with His.

Essential Doctrine “Prayer and Providence”: If God is in control and already knows the future, why pray? 
The Bible teaches that although God has a plan for this world that He promises to fulfill, prayer is often the 
means God uses to accomplish His divine purpose. Even though God knows the end result, the means that 
lead to that end result will be accomplished through prayer. In this sense, it is true that “prayer changes things,” 
and it is also true that God uses prayer to change our hearts so that our will comes into conformity with His. 
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Point 3:   Pray with persistence to God (Luke 18:1-8).

READ Luke 18:1-8 (DDG p. 69). 

1 Now he told them a parable on the need for them to pray always and not give up. 
2 “There was a judge in a certain town who didn’t fear God or respect people. 3 And a 
widow in that town kept coming to him, saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.’

4 “For a while he was unwilling, but later he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t 
fear God or respect people, 5 yet because this widow keeps pestering me, I will give 
her justice, so that she doesn’t wear me out by her persistent coming.’ ”

6 Then the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 Will not God grant 
justice to his elect who cry out to him day and night? Will he delay helping them? 
8 I tell you that he will swiftly grant them justice. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man 
comes, will he find faith on earth? ” 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 69) to help set the context for Jesus’ parable about a widow 
and an unjust judge. 

Jesus told a parable about a very familiar figure in Scripture: the widow. His overall 
point with this story was not about caring for widows and orphans, people who were 
vulnerable on the edges of society, but how Jesus frames this parable is important. 
Notice that the judge is not the hero of the story. Instead, the praiseworthy and 
victorious character is the widow, who persistently approaches the judge to find justice 
for herself against her adversary. 

•  The widow was an unlikely hero for Jesus’ parable. “The loss of a husband in ancient Israel was normally 
a social and economic tragedy. In a generally patriarchal culture, the death of a husband usually meant 
a type of cultural death as well. Although the denotation of widow referred to a woman whose husband 
had died, because of the social context the word quickly acquired the connotation of a person living a 
marginal existence in extreme poverty … Her crisis was aggravated if she had no able-bodied children 
to help her work the land of her dead spouse. To provide for her children, to maintain the estate, and 
to continue payments on debts accrued by her husband imposed severe burdens. Since she was in an 
extremely vulnerable economic position, she became the prime target of exploitation. The fact that 
she was classed with the landless stranger and Levite indicates that she was often unable to keep her 
husband’s land.” 2 

•  The Bible is full of instructions to care for the widow and the orphan, the unprotected and undervalued 
members of society (see Deut. 10:18, 14:29; Jas. 1:27). Clearly God cares about the poor and is concerned 
about temporal-societal justice (Amos 5:24, Isa. 1), and He expected His judges to care for these things 
too (Lev. 19:15; Deut. 27:19). This judge, however, ignored his duty to protect the widow against her 
adversary. He admitted to himself that 1) he didn’t fear God and 2) he didn’t respect people (implying 
that he should do both). He didn’t care about justice but gave justice only because he was pestered into it. 
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Application: Having fear for the Lord and respect for people are necessary to care about justice and should 
compel one to seek justice. Therefore, the Christian should consider ways to be involved in bringing justice. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

Why should Christians be concerned with justice in the world? (because 
God is concerned with justice; so our proclamation of the gospel is 
backed up by our pursuit of justice and not hindered by an inconsistent 
witness; so the systems of the world fulfill their God-given mandate 
to promote what is good and keep evil in check; because we love our 
brothers and sisters in Christ both at home and around the world) 

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 69) to note how God’s character contrasts with that of 
the unrighteous judge in the parable: God really does stand ready and willing to help us.

The widow receives justice because of her persistent pleas, not because of the judge’s 
character or compassion for the woman. And this is where we get the main point of the 
parable. More than justice for widows, Jesus was teaching us something about the God 
we serve. Jesus compared this unrighteous judge to His Father in heaven, the ultimate 
righteous Judge, and the contrast was sharp. If the unjust judge gave justice because of 
the woman’s persistence, then how much more will we receive justice in response to our 
prayers because our Judge stands ready and willing to help us! So be persistent in prayer.

•  God is not waiting to be convinced to help us. He is the Lord, our just Judge, and He cares about His 
children. Our persistence in prayer, then, is not something that controls the outcome—God is already 
poised to help. Rather, our persistence continually puts our hearts in a posture of prayerful waiting. It 
helps us to continually sit at the throne of grace, ready for the God who will act when it is time. 

Application: Our utter reliance on God to supply our needs is one of the ways that we can glorify Him, and 
prayer increases that reliance as we learn to use the practice in obedience to Him. Prayer is not a tool to twist 
God’s arm or to make Him move the way we want Him to. God’s timing is swift by His standards, even if it 
is not swift by our own. Persistent prayer, then, honors God as our loving Father as we continue to go to Him 
in prayer and it moves our hearts closer to His will, not His will closer to our whims. 

INSTRUCT: Ask group members to use the scale in their DDG (p. 69) to consider the health of their own 
prayer lives. 

How would you assess the health of your own prayer life? 

Non-Existent              Persistent and Faithful
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My Mission

EXPLAIN: When it comes to undoing our wrong assumptions about prayer, the best thing we can possibly do 
is read Jesus’ words on the matter. He is living proof that we have a Father who cares for us so much that He sent 
His only Son to die for us. He is proof that even the answer to God’s beloved Son while He was on earth could 
be a loving “no” (Matt. 26:39-46). He is proof that the persistent cries of God’s people throughout millennia were 
not in vain because He is the Promised One. Let Jesus teach you how to pray. 

READ the following missional application statement in the DDG (p. 70), and encourage group members 
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God’s Word. 

Because we have access to the Father 
through Christ, we pray earnestly for the 
salvation of those around us as we share the 
gospel with them.

•  What are some ways you need to 
pray for forgiveness of your sins, 
knowing the Father stands ready 
to forgive because of Jesus? 

•  How can your group/church be 
praying for your community with 
persistence and faith? 

•  Who will you be praying for to 
hear and believe the gospel? 

CLOSE IN PRAYER: Father, we pray that Your name be honored on earth as it is in heaven as we see Your 
kingdom come to pass in the ministry of Jesus and the mission of His church. Help us to see more clearly 
Your generous heart toward us so that we might more earnestly ask, seek, and knock. By Your good gift of the 
Holy Spirit, work in our hearts to pray earnestly that those around us might come to experience salvation in 
Christ. Amen. 

PACK ITEM 9: WELCOMED: Cut out these bookmarks and pass them out to group members to remind 
them of the gracious privilege that we sinners get to enjoy in praying to our Father in the name of Jesus in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

INSTRUCT: As your group departs, encourage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study 
devotions in their DDG (pp. 71-73), which build and expand upon the group study. Also advocate for small 
groups or families to use Encourage One Another (p. 74) for mutual accountability and fellowship grounded 
upon the foundation of God’s Word.

 Voices from  
the Church
“ When we pray ‘Our Father,’ 
we remind ourselves of his 
closeness, his wisdom, his 
patience, and his care. Time 
doesn’t allow us to discuss 
the limitless applications 
of this truth. But just know 
this: God calls us first 
and foremost to embrace 
our relationship with him 
as Father.” 3 

–John Onwuchekwa 
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Daily Discipleship 
Throughout the week following the session, use the ideas below to remind and encourage 
your group members to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. The Daily Study devotions in the 
DDG (pp. 71-73) will help group members get into God’s Word and study it for themselves. 
Encourage One Another (p. 74) will help group members and families fellowship with one 
another with purpose. 

Daily Study

Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 71-73) will help group members take initiative in 
their own discipleship. 

•  Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles 
available to give to guests who may need one, or offer to get one and arrange a time 
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.

•  Share the following idea from the devotion for Day 1 as a part of point 1 in the 
session: Even in the midst of His lofty, heavenly kingdom, our sovereign God 
is concerned with forgiving us of our sins and growing us in His likeness as we 
forgive others.

Consider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own DDG. 
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social 
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God’s Word and to live 
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can use: 

•  Day 3: “We may not always like the answer that God gives us, but because of 
His love for us, we can always trust whatever His answer might be.” 

•  Day 4: “Through prayer, we are not convincing God to do the right thing; we are 
reminding ourselves to endeavor to understand and appreciate the will of God.”

Visit www.GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to 
help group members gain more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link 
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging 
for their time in God’s Word.

Encourage One Another

This brief plan for fellowship and accountability in the group member’s DDG (p. 74) will 
help groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect on the session and 
to share how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family 
discipleship with students and children who are using The Gospel Project in their groups.

•  Encourage group members to challenge one another to choose at least one 
request to pray persistently about on another person’s behalf. 

•  See yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith, 
and participate in such a group this week.
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Additional Commentary

Point 1:   Pray with dependence on God (Luke 11:1-4).

“Father is Patēr in Greek and ’Abba’ in Aramaic (Mark 14:36; Rom. 8:15-16; Gal. 
4:6-7; see Matt. 6:9). Hallowed be your name is a request that God’s name would be 
honored and treated with reverence. His name includes his reputation and all that is 
said about him. Your kingdom come has a twofold emphasis: (1) it is first a prayer that 
God’s rule and reign would continually advance in people’s hearts and lives until the 
day Jesus returns and brings the kingdom in perfect fullness (see Matt. 6:10); (2) thus 
it also refers to the future consummation of the kingdom already realized in part by 
Jesus’ coming (Luke 11:20) … Daily bread includes all of the believer’s physical needs, 
which the Lord supplies not once-for-all but day-by-day. Forgive us our sins refers 
not to initial salvation but to the continual confession of sins (cf. 1 John 1:9) needed 
to maintain one’s relationship with God (see Matt. 6:12). for we ourselves. Asking 
God’s forgiveness requires forgiving others. ‘Sins’ and indebted to us are synonyms 
(cf. Luke 7:41-43,47-49). lead us not into temptation … The use of the second person 
plural (‘us’) throughout emphasizes that the petitions of ‘The Disciples’ Prayer’ are not 
primarily for the individual but for the entire community of believers.” 4  

“To complete the prayer which was so well arranged, Christ added that we should pray 
not only that our sins be forgiven but also that we should completely shun them. ‘Lead 
us not into temptation,’ that is, do not allow us to be led by the tempter. God forbid 
that our Lord should seem to be the tempter, as if he were not aware of one’s faith or 
were eager to upset it! That weakness and spitefulness belongs to the devil. Even in the 
case of Abraham, God ordered the sacrifice of his son [Isaac,] not to tempt his faith 
but to prove it. He did this to set an example for his commandment that he was later 
to teach that no one should hold his loved ones dearer than God. Christ himself was 
tempted by the devil and pointed out the subtle director of the temptation. He confirms 
this passage by his words to his apostles later when he says, ‘Pray that you may not enter 
into temptation’ [Mark 14:38]. They were tempted to desert their Lord because they had 
indulged in sleep instead of prayer. The phrase that balances and interprets ‘lead us not 
into temptation’ is ‘but deliver us from evil.’ ” 5  

Point 2:   Pray with faith in God (Luke 11:9-13).

“Jesus’ model prayer emphasizes simplicity in approaching God as our loving and 
providing Father. This is buttressed by a series of encouraging images of God’s heart 
towards us. If we ask and seek and knock we will receive gifts from our Father, based 
not on our goodness or effort but on his nature as a loving Father. This revelation of 
who God is for us in Christ is a warm invitation to cast our cares on him (1 Pet. 5:7), 
seeking him with confidence, not fear (Heb. 4:16). The God-honoring response to this 
revelation is worship and rejoicing in his gift.” 6  
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“Will give the Holy Spirit. The parallel in Matthew 7:11 (‘good gifts’) probably is 
closer to Jesus’ exact words, but Luke’s theological emphasis is revealed here. The good 
gift par excellence that God can give his children was for Luke clearly the Holy Spirit, 
who brings with him a partial realization of God’s kingdom (Luke 11:2; cf. Acts 2:17) 
… Luke’s readers, living in the post-Pentecost situation, would readily have understood 
the gift of the Spirit. For an unbeliever it would have involved the Spirit’s coming in 
the experience of salvation (Acts 2:38; 11:15-18), and for Christians it would involve 
experiences such as are found in Acts 4:8-13,31; 6:3-5,8-10; 7:54-60.” 7  

Point 3:   Pray with persistence to God (Luke 18:1-8).

“Jesus’ stories were brief in length and full of meaning. In the story of the persistent 
widow, the judge did not fear God or care about people. Jesus’ point was not to use the 
judge as a picture of God. Instead, he was pointing out that even an uncaring, unjust 
human could be persuaded through persistence. How much more does a caring God 
who loves us listen to our prayers? He values our constant prayers as proof that we desire 
an answer and continue to trust … As the widow came repeatedly to the judge, let us go 
frequently to God and persevere.” 8 

“Though the judge was unprincipled and unwilling to grant the widow’s request 
(perhaps he was waiting for the widow to offer a bribe), he eventually caved in and 
granted her justice because she was persistent and he knew she would soon wear him 
out. Jesus intends to make a contrast between the unjust judge and God. Unlike the 
unjust judge, God will not only grant justice to his children who are praying consistently 
but will act swiftly in doing so. The last part of verse 8 refers to the fact that at the time 
just before Christ’s second coming, genuine faith will be rare on earth (Matt. 24:12-13).” 9   

If an unrighteous judge who fears no one is eventually moved by persistent pleading, how 
much more does a righteous God, moved by compassion, goodness, mercy, and faith, hear 
the prayers of his people who pray night and day (v. 6)? Contrary to the human judge’s 
slowness, God gives justice ‘swiftly’ (v. 8; emphasis added). Do not grow weary in prayer, 
because there is a good God listening who does not fear man and will respond out of his 
goodness to provide for his people. That is the point the Lord wants his disciples to hear. If 
we come to him in prayer seeking him in faith, then he will reward us with the justice we 
seek … Justice comes most surely by falling on our knees with our heads bowed.” 10 
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Jesus was born to die—a jarring statement indeed, but one 
that is quite true. Christmas and Easter are fused together, 
linked hand-in-hand in such a way that each is dependent 
on the other for its meaning. The theology of such a 
statement is solid but incomplete, for Jesus was not born to 
die immediately but rather some thirty years later. Jesus’ 
life, then, was not utilitarian—existing just so it could be 
taken away and picked up again—it had greater meaning 
and purpose. What Jesus did during those thirty years 
of walking the earth mattered; He lived a life of perfect 
obedience to the Father. He satisfied the demands of 
righteousness that we could not so He might take away our 
sin when we trust in Him and so His righteousness might 
be credited to us, making us fully pleasing to the Father 
(2 Cor. 5:21).

In this volume we delve deeper into the marvelous truth of 
the incarnation to see still further glimpses of Christ’s glory 
on earth. His righteousness did not occur in a vacuum but 
rather among people, ordinary people like you and me. In 
each unit of  this volume, we will look at Jesus’ interactions 
with people as through a prism, making slight turns to see 
different yet equally brilliant perspectives of Jesus’ works. 
In Unit 22, we will see Jesus’ power to heal coupled with 
His deep compassion for people, even those who were 
marginalized in society. In Unit 23, we will see Jesus’ 
riveting teachings empowered by His divine authority. And 
finally, in Unit 24, we will see Jesus’ miraculous power over 
nature, revealing His identity as Creator God.

Each ray of light we will see points to the same truth: 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God given for our 
salvation. Jesus was indeed born to die, but He lived so that 
we too might live.

EDITOR

A Word from the Editor
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