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Pastor’s Report 
Congregational Business Meeting 

November 3, 2021 
 
Our quarterly business meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 3, 2021, following our 
midweek worship service. Our bylaws require that the church vote on the acceptance of 
minutes, membership report, and financial statements. We also have several motions for 
consideration. Please review these materials prior to the meeting and contact the church office 
if you have any questions. You will have an opportunity to ask questions during the meeting. 
 
We will conclude our study of the Ten Commandments on November 7 and begin our Advent 
series on November 28. Our worship on November 14 and 21 will emphasize generosity and 
gratitude. Included in this series will be a chance for the church to gather for a banquet that we 
pray will raise awareness of our debt and our desire to pay it down as quickly as possible. The 
banquet will take place on Monday, November 15, at 6:00pm in our fellowship hall. The theme 
for it will be “More for Missions.” 
 
As you know, we completed construction on our campus expansion in April 2015. At that time, 
we began paying down $2.8M in debt and to date we have paid almost $1.8M. Our stewardship 
team has been praying that by the end of 2021, we would be below $1M in debt. As with any 
mortgage payment, the minimum monthly payment includes both interest and principal. We 
pay the interest out of budget and the principal out of the building fund and surplus operating 
cash. Because we have our loan payments structured this way, we can say honestly that every 
dollar given to the building fund is being used to pay for the costs associated with labor and 
materials. We have been able to pay extra on our monthly principal every month since the 
inception of the loan. 
 
We will continue to pay down debt as quickly as possible because the faster we get rid of the 
debt, the sooner we can allocate the money in our interest budget line to missions, which is 
why we are calling this November stewardship emphasis, “More for Missions.” We have already 
begun doing that with the adoption of the 2022 budget. We were able to reduce the interest 
budgeted amount by $20k and we have increased our missions and church planting budgets by 
that amount. Getting rid of this debt frees up financial resources that can then be used to 
support short-term mission trips to places like Miami, Scotland, and Greece. 
 
I hope you will mark your calendars and plan to join us for our More for Missions Campaign 
Dinner. We will celebrate what we have been able to do through missions in our past, evaluate 
where we are in missions in the present, and share our vision for what missions will look like in 
our future. You will be given a chance to make a one-time gift to the building fund. Please 
prayerfully consider how you might begin contributing regularly and generously to that fund so 
that within the next three years we can be debt free. Our goal is to raise $50k at the banquet so 
that we can start 2022 with less than $1M of debt. The cost of the banquet will be minimal 
thanks to a generous contribution by an anonymous donor.  
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Our average life group attendance for the first quarter of 2021 was 183. Since then, we have 
grown slightly to an average of 194 at the end of the second quarter to 197 now. With the 
addition of a new group of 20s to early 30s couples, we believe we are on our way to an 
average of 200, which is good but only 75% of where we were at the end of March 2020 prior 
to the Covid-19 shutdown.  
 
Covid-19 has taken its toll on our church in at least three ways: attrition, disconnect, and 
relocation. We cannot do anything about those who have passed on or those who have moved 
on. But as the cases of Covid-19 begin to subside, we can be intentional about reaching out to 
those who have simply disconnected. Please consider helping your life group leader reach out 
to those who haven’t been to church since the pandemic began.  
 
While our Life Groups are the primary way that people connect more closely to the Parkview 
family, they are not the only way. We have resumed our Bible studies for women and will 
continue to promote smaller discipleship groups that are willing to meet outside of the normal 
Sunday and Wednesday church schedule. If you find three or four friends that want to meet in a 
discipleship group, please let me know so that I can help you find material that will help you 
grow in grace together.  
 
Parkview Fitness is another place where people can feel like they belong to something. 
Parkview Fitness provides a systematic opportunity for women and men to exercise safely and 
regularly in a positive, nurturing environment of believers committed to honoring God with 
their bodies and sharing their faith as they go. We are grateful for the volunteers who oversee 
operations. Parkview Fitness is located in the brick house on Madison Street across from the 
south parking lot of the church. It is open Monday, Wednesday, Friday 7 AM to 11 AM and 
Tuesday, Thursday 4 PM to 6 PM. In January, Parkview Fitness will celebrate three years of 
serving our church and community.   
 
We open the gym for volleyball every Thursday night at 7:00pm. Anyone is welcome to come 
and play. For those who like to read, please check out our library on Tuesdays, 10:00-12:00. 
Parkview has one of the most active senior adult ministries in Columbia County. Please let us 
know if you would like to know more about getting connected with their programs and events. 
We really want to focus on helping people find ways to further their connections here at 
Parkview and hope that you will take advantage of the many programs we offer. 
 
We serve a generous God and Parkview’s generosity reflects just how much we believe that. 
Please take a look at the budget narrative and proposed budget for 2022 and prayerfully 
consider how you might increase your partnership with us as we take the gospel to our city and 
to the nations. In December, we will emphasize our Lottie Moon Christmas Offering which helps 
fund missionary endeavors around the world through the International Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 
 
Not only are members expected to give generously in their finances, but the work of the 
kingdom is done through the work of our volunteers. Thank you to everyone who serves weekly 
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or monthly in different ministry areas such as preschool and next generation ministries, Life 
Group teachers, first impressions, and technology. It takes an army of people to keep up with 
the programming offered at Parkview, and we appreciate everyone who invests themselves and 
their time in something beyond faithful attendance.  
 
Thank you for the privilege of serving the Parkview Baptist Church family for the past fifteen 
years. Judy and I have been overwhelmed by your generosity. Thank you for the wonderful 
reception and the gracious gift of an Alaskan cruise and month-long sabbatical. Words cannot 
express how grateful we are for your expression of love towards us. As we enter year sixteen, I 
am looking forward to seeing great things done for the glory of the kingdom. Let’s plan together 
to make life at Parkview an integral part of our everyday experience and routine. Let’s love God 
and love others by investing ourselves in the Great Commandment and the Great Commission. 
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Children’s Ministry Report 
 

Parkview Family, 
 
The last few months of ministry this fall have been exciting. After our summer activities, a number 
of children have begun a process of intentional discipleship with their families to prepare for 
baptism. We have been able to celebrate with a few of these families already, but there are many 
more to come. It has been a joy to see God move in the hearts and lives of the children at Parkview 
as boys and girls begin to understand the truth of God’s Word and respond to the gospel. These 
reminders of God’s faithfulness in the lives of our children are so encouraging to me. Join me in 
praying that God would continue to work in and through the families of Parkview. 
  
On Sunday mornings, our preschoolers and children have just started a three-year journey through 
the Bible with the Gospel Project for Kids. As we move through the books of Genesis and Exodus 
over these next few months, we will see how every verse and every story points us to the truth of 
gospel and our need for a Savior. Everything that our children learn in their 9:30am Life Groups is 
reinforced in Preschool and Children’s Worship during the 11am Worship Service. Parents and 
grandparents, if you are not plugged into an adult Life Group, I would encourage you to visit a class 
this week. The Gospel Project material that most of our Life Groups use will match up with what 
your children are learning and give you a great opportunity for gospel conversations on the way 
home every Sunday.  
 
Awana Clubs are off to great start this semester. We have an outstanding team of leaders that give 
of their time each week to invest in the lives of our children. This time that children memorize 
scripture, learn about the Bible, and engage in missions education, is so valuable. If your children 
are not involved in our Wednesday night activities, these next few weeks would be a great time to 
get connected. 
 
Upward Basketball and Cheerleading is coming up in just a few weeks, and I’m excited to see how 
God uses our church family through that ministry. Each year, we have about 100 families from our 
community that join us for about seven weeks in January and February, and the majority of these 
families are not involved in any church in Lake City. This is a great opportunity for Parkview to reach 
our community with the love of God and the truth of the gospel, but we need your help to 
accomplish that. It takes about twelve lead coaches, and the same number of assistant coaches, to 
have a successful season. I hope you will begin praying now about how God would have you serve 
in our evangelistic ministries, like this one, in the next year.  
 
As I write this update, we are busy preparing for our annual Fall Festival. I am always amazed at our 
church family’s willingness to serve our community and connect with the people God called us to 
reach. Thank you to everyone who volunteers in these important ministry events with our Next 
Generation Ministries! 

 
Thank you,  
Daniel Morris 
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Student Ministry Update 
 

In Parkview Students we have a mantra or a slogan, Born-again students are not the church for 
the future but the church for now. This semester already we have seen more and more 
students serving in the life of the church. This is vital for the health of the church! We are 
continuing to push for our students to serve because we believe it’s a mandate in scripture for 
believers of all ages to serve!   
 

• Sunday Morning Life Groups  

Life Groups continue to bring depth to God’s word. We have added another guy’s 
teacher on Sundays! Clay Rainer is teaching our high school and middle school boys and 
has done an INCREDIBLE job!  

o Please pray that God would use this time to deepen the faith of our students.  

o Pray that the students would be transformed by the gospel.  

o Pray that they would have the right view God. 

• Student Services @ Parkview 

Student Worship is my favorite time of the week! We have been through the first seven 
chapters of Romans and now we are going to be going through a series called 
Breakdown: a theology for students! This series will be six weeks long and dive into 
essentials truths to our faith.  

o Pray that students would turn from their sin and trust in Christ whole heartedly!  

o Pray that students would have a clear understanding of the gospel.  

o Pray that God would move in our student ministry in a mighty way!  

o Pray that God will call some of these students to be missionaries!  

o Pray that we would fall deeply in love with Jesus.  

 

 

His glory is our reward,  
JonSeth Sammons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 6 of 7 
 

 
Worship Ministry Report 

Parkview Family, 

1 Thessalonians 1 reads, “We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning 

you in our prayers, remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of 

love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” I thank God for you and how you are 

striving to live out the gospel on an ongoing basis. Please know that I am praying for you and 

am incredibly grateful to serve alongside you. 

I hope that you are prioritizing our Sunday meeting times. I cannot emphasize enough how 

important these gatherings are to the believer’s heart and mind. Prioritize these times. 

Treasure these times. Don’t schedule over these times. The Sunday morning meeting is vital for 

discipleship and sanctification. We need the body of Christ, and we need it on a regular basis. 

Sundays are always a highlight of my week. I love worshiping with my church family week in 

and week out. I hope the same can be said of you.  

Throughout the last few weeks, we have intentionally walked through a study of the 10 

Commandments. I’m so encouraged by Pastors Mike & JonSeth pointing us to Christ and 

directing our attention to how each of these laws were given as a grace of our God. Jen Wilkin 

writes, “Delight yourself in lawlessness, and your disordered desires will govern you. Delight 

yourself in the Lord, and he will give you new desires. Make his law your delight, and meditate 

on it day and night.” My prayer throughout this series has been for us to set our gaze on Christ 

and for him to give us new desires. 

My favorite time of year is fast approaching. I love our yearly Advent series as we slowly make 

our way to the manger. I hope that you will plan on joining us each Sunday starting on 

November 28 as we focus our hearts on the coming of our Savior. As a part of the Christmas 

season, we will have a Christmas Concert on Saturday, December 4 at 2:00pm and Sunday, 

December 5 at 6:00pm featuring our choir and worship team members. We’re excited to start 

the Christmas season in this way. We’d love for you to invite friends and coworkers who might 

need to hear the gospel of Jesus. 

We have a need for people to serve on our tech team. If you’re interested in running lyrics, 

sound, or our streaming service, please let me know and we will get you plugged in. Our goal is 

to try and have people on a once-a-month rotation. 

If there is any way that we can serve you or pray for you, please don’t hesitate to reach out. It’s 

a joy to be your worship pastor. Love you church! 

Soli Deo gloria! 

Pastor Skylar 
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Parkview Family, 
 
This year has been incredible in a lot of ways, and the past few months have made me excited 
about our future. Our growing involvement in missions around the world (specifically in places 
like Scotland and Greece) is extremely exciting, and I hope our involvement in these ministries 
continues to grow. Often, a church’s missions involvement in other cultures will have an impact 
in their own community, as well. I hope many people will place their trust in Christ as a result of 
the church’s work in these other countries, and that it will also have a chain reaction that 
motivates us to be a strong witness in Lake City.  
 
John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. You 
yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ 
The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and 
hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now 
complete. He must increase, but I must decrease.” (John 3:27-30) 
 
We can learn a lot from this testimony. Like John the Baptist, let’s make everything about our 
lives point to Jesus Christ. If we lose sight of this (in our personal lives, but also in our ministry), 
then we start to lose our effectiveness for the Kingdom. Everything we do, we do it to make 
Christ known, and to urge people to follow Him. With this in mind, let’s pray for revival in our 
church, for salvations in our community, and for guidance in our planning. We have had a lot of 
“wins” in our church lately, but let’s not store up any glory for ourselves, but transfer all of it to 
the God who has made it happen.  
 
If there are ways you can be involved in anything God is doing through Parkview, please take 
those steps to do so. Worship God in more ways than just the weekly gatherings: in service to 
his church, in going to places where people need to hear the Gospel for the first time, in your 
homes with your family, in your places of work, and in every area of your life. Please pray for 
the staff at Parkview as we continue to do what the Spirit leads us to do, and know that we love 
you all and are praying for you as well. If you’re reading this, know that I am thankful for you. 
Let’s be a force for Jesus.  
 
In Christ,  
David Harris 


