The Ten Commandments
When the Vow Breaks
Exodus 20:14

We live in a highly sexualized culture that has basically dismissed any biblical claim to a moral
order regarding intimacy between two people. That culture hasn’t just seeped into the church, it
has taken the church by storm. Denominations are splitting over LGBT issues because there are
some who want to fully embrace the movement and others who are committed to standing firm
in a biblical understanding marriage between a biological man and a biological woman.

1. God takes the marriage covenant seriously.

2. Lust lies at the root of adultery.

3. Only the gospel can remove lust and restore love.

The gospel intends to cleanse our hands and purify our hearts to the point where we are able to
ask God to help us love Him more today than we did yesterday and to love our neighbors more
today than we did yesterday. By God’s grace and the power of a renewed heart and born again
spirit, we are able to not only not indulge lust, but we can actively seek through the sharing of
that gospel the restoration of the dignity of those who have suffered from the consequences of
lustful desires.

For further consideration:
Take some time to read Genesis 2:18-25 and Ephesians 5:22-25. What does the Genesis
passage reveal about the nature and purpose of the marriage relationship? How does Paul
show that union as a symbol of Christ and His church? In what ways does the seventh
commandment extend beyond just “cheating on your spouse?” What does the Bible prescribe
for dealing with temptations to sexual sin? By what means are we restored once the marriage
covenant is broken?



