
The Ten Commandments 
Honoring Our Parents 

Exodus 20:12 
 

A brief look back at history will show that totalitarian regimes exert control over people by 
attempting to sever the basic unit of every society—the family. They will attempt to make 
allegiance to the state the building block of society rather than the honoring of parents. The fifth 
commandment serves to remind us that in God’s economy, the family plays an enormously 
important and incomparable role. 
 
1. Honor extends beyond biology.  

 
 

2. Honor bears the good with the bad.  
 
 

3. Honor teaches us to live in community. 
 

 
 
Most of us have heard from our parents the most simplistic rationale for obedience, “Because I 
said so!” How much more influence should “Because God said so!” have on our willingness to 
obey? In the end we need to recognize that there are spiritual reasons that God commands us to 
treat our parents with respect and deference, to assign them value and to treat them accordingly. 
Failure to do so inhibits our ability to assign proper value to our heavenly Father and may cause 
us to miss out on what it means to be a part of the family of God. 
 

 
 

For further consideration: 
In what way is the fifth commandment foundational to all the others? What is included in 
honoring our parents? What parameters must we use when determining how best to honor 
them? How did Jesus demonstrate what it means to keep the fifth commandment? How can you 
bless either your literal or spiritual parents with a word of encouragement this week? What past 
action can you thank them for? Why is it necessary to forgive our parents for misdeeds or abusive 
actions and attitudes, and how do we find the strength to do so? 
 


