
Isaiah: A Prophet for Our Time 
Temptation and Intimidation 

Isaiah 36:1-22 
 

The conflict between good and evil is one of the most common themes in storytelling. Whether 
it be in literature or cinema, we are captivated by stories of the struggle between good and evil. 
We relate to them because we often have internal struggles between good and evil. We also like 
the stories because deep down we all want to see injustice remedied. We want the bad guys to 
get what they deserve. We want the good guys to be rewarded for their goodness. 
 
 
1. The enemy will undermine our own preparations. 

 
 

2. The enemy will undermine our trust in God. 
 
 

3. The enemy will undermine our belief in deliverance. 
 
 
 

 
If we discover that we have placed our trust in something other than the finished work of Christ 
and His cross, then we need to do what Hezekiah and his leaders did. We need to repent of the 
sin of misplaced trust and commit or recommit to following Christ and trusting Him. Don’t believe 
the lies of the enemy. Christ loved you enough to give His life for you. You are bought with His 
blood and protected by His blood. Live in obedience to the commands of Christ and rest in the 
assurance of your salvation and deliverance. 
 

 
 

Reflection 
What do you think was the overall goal of the Assyrian spokesman? How did he position himself 
to be intimidating? How does sin intimidate us? What recourse do we have when sin positions 
itself close enough to make us think we are doomed? Read James 1:12-16. How are we tempted? 
Where does this temptation come from? Now, read James 1:17-18 and consider the remedy for 
temptation and intimidation. How does Jesus’ conversation with Stan in Matthew 4 reflect the 
real life use of the remedy offered by James? Do you think that people living in open defiance of 
God’s command deserve the assurance of their salvation? What inherent problems would it 
create for people who are living in rebellion to Christ to be affirmed in their salvation? 
 


