Isaiah: A Prophet for Our Time
God’s Judgment on Prideful Nations
Isaiah 15-18

Our culture is doing its very best to create a society where everyone can do what they without
having to experience any negative consequences. If a particular behavior creates an unwanted
result, then we expect society to relieve us from any penalties associated with our choices. In our
world, someone else is always to blame for one’s troubles.

1. God is sovereignly and intimately involved in the nations.

2. God identifies with suffering and grieves our prideful destiny.

3. God provides warnings for the sake of knowledge and wisdom.

Under the new covenant, the church stands as the prophetic voice among the nations, and as
such, should be willing to call out ungodly public and governmental policies that violate the
nature and character of God. We need to be the voice of warning for the nations that seek to
undermine the sanctity of life, sanctity of marriage, and the distinctions of identity of male and
female, not because we want to violate any personal autonomy, but because those things are
built into the created order and to fight against them is to fight against God.

Reflection

Why is it vital that believers understand God’s sovereign activity over the nations? Is it surprising
that Isaiah would reflect God’s compassion for these nations even as he is pronouncing judgment
on them? Why is it necessary for believers to develop the same kind of compassion for others
who are suffering under the judgment of God? Under the judgment of God, it seems that
Moabites will seek refuge and help from Judah. What does this mean for the church regarding
those who are lost and still in their sin, subject to the wrath and judgment of God? How do we
apply this compassion individually rather than just corporately? What changes do we need to
make in our lives so that we can tangibly demonstrate compassion towards those who need to
experience it? What changes do we need to make so that we might exercise biblical hospitality
towards those who need the gospel?



