Let God Be God: Life-Changing Truths from the Book of Job
The Toughest Question
Job 1:1-12

We live in a world that is broken. We have all experienced loss or suffering at some level. We also
live in a culture that requires blame for our loss to be placed on someone or something. If we
cannot find blame in the natural world, we will take out our frustration on the supernatural—
God. The irony is that too often we blame God by embracing a worldview that denies His
existence.

1. We don’t always what we are about.
2. things happen even to people.
3. God does not for man, but man for God.

In the New Testament, the apostle Paul expresses this thought: “And we know that in all things
God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose”
(Romans 8:28). That is also the triumphant song of Job, a song of faith in a God who redeems
even in our deepest pain and suffering.

Reflection
Read Job 1 and consider to following questions. What evidence do we have that Job was “perfect”
and “upright”? Why is it critical to the story that we consider him in such a way? What is the
difference between a person who is upright and a person who is sinless? The events in Job took
place during the Patriarchal Age when a large family was seen as a blessing from God. How is this
worldview at that time significant in the message of Job? What would it look like to be played out
in our culture given the priorities of our worldview today?



